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By Murrey Marder

Washington Post Btaft Writer
A State Department spokes:
man bobbed and- weaved
through a sea of questions yes-
‘terday, insisting that all “ap-
:propriate members of the Con-
gress” were “aware” of U.S.
“gperations in Laos.”

~ Neither the “appropriate”
congressmen nor the nature of
-the Laotian “operations”
'were identified, except in
'newsmen’s inquiries.

; State Department press offl-
| cer Robert J. McCloskey faced
questions raised by the un-
| challenged disclosure that the!
United States, through the
Central Intelligence Agency,
has secretly armed, trained
and supplied an army of 36,000
Meo tribesmen in Laos to
fight Communist forces.
. McCloskey’s references to)
“appropriate members” of
Congress was obviously an al-
lusion, in part, to the few’
‘members regularly briefed on,
CIA activities. But no U.S. of-!
ficial yet has openly admitted
‘the CIA operation.

/") Rogers Disputed :

le);

!

‘bnzht (D-Ark), chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relatlons’
Committee, disagreed Wednes-
day on whebher Congress ever
was properly informed about
overt U.S. activities in Laos.

' Rogers said he understood
‘Congress “was familiar with
the developments in Laos.:
Fulbright told newsmen after-
.ward, “You know how the CIA
;appropriation i3 handled. It’s
‘not handled in the regular

covered up.”
Said spokesman McCloskey:

trations, as well as of this ad--
ministration, have discussed:
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membcrs of the Senate and
the House since 1863. Also,
members of the Congress visit-
ing Laos have been briefed by
our embassy in Vientiane dur-
ing the same period.

“Useful Means’

“The secretary regards the!
hearings now being conducted |
by the Symington subcommit-
tee of the Senate Foreign Re-|
lations Committee as a useful’
means to keep the Congress
informed on our activities in
Laos, and in other countries
being covered in the subcom-
mittee hearings.

;|of diplomatic moves,
been undertaken with that ob-

. Our primary concern in;

independence "and neutrality
of Laos, and the restoration of
full implementation of the
1962 Geneva accords, All of
our actions, including support
have

jective in mind and bave been

the U8, role in. Laos with Thailand.’,

neutralist government of
Laos.” ,
Senate . Majority Leader

Mike Mansfield, who has sald
he was' aware of U.S. opera-
tions in Laos, added yesterday
that when he was there in Au-

{_Secretary of State William |gyst, he was “concerned” and
‘P, Rogers and Sen. J. W. Ful-|“disturbed about the hemy

reinvolvement.”

. Sen. Clifford P. Case (R-
iN.J) told newsmen the situa-
tion represents “a general con-
fusion in the ILxecutive
 Branch between those situa-
tions necessary to carry out
covert operations and those
needs requiring congressional
support.” Case added: “This is
war, in my opinion, and Con-
gress should be,involved . . .
but . . . it has been going on

way. There are things that are for several administrations.”

Sen. John Sherman Cooper
(R-Ky.) has said he plans fur

“Officlals of previous adminis- ther legislative action to bar

‘funds for U.S. combat support
‘of local forces ln Laos and

R ST

Laos is the preservation of the:

in response to requests of the.

"Hill Told of U.S Se Laﬁs Roie, State
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SENATE UNIT .
T0 EXAMINE
- THAT POLICY

Seeks A Clarification Of
' Plans To Involve U.S.
! In Nation’s Defense

By NATHAN MILLER
[Washington Bureau of The Sun]

Washington, Oct. 30 — A spe-
cial SehalimluieiEn Relalions)
subcommittee, having complet-
+ed hearings on the American in-
volvement in Laos, is turning its
‘attention to the controversial
commitment to Thailand.

The .Thai hearings, which will
get under way behind closed
doors November 10, are expect-
ed to revive arguments between
the committee and the adminis-
tration over a U.S.-Thai military
contingency plan.

Meanwhile, the State Depart-
ment moved to rebuff challenges
to the administration’s role in
:Laos with a statement that since
1963 Congress had been briefed
~on the situation there and that
‘members who were interested.
-were aware of U.S. activities,

Rogers Is Bolstered

¢ By this means, the department
moved to bolster the position of
William P. Rogers, Secretary of
State, who yesterday had reject-
ed charges that the government
was acting: without the knewl-
edge of Congress in becoming
involved in the anti-Communist
fighting in Laos.

i Senator J. William Fulbright,
' chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, had challened
the constitutionality of the Laos
" involvement. He also has been
demanding a copy of the agree-
 ment with Thailand, negotiated
'in 1964-1965, since last summer,
without success.

Following the 3%-hour closed-
door meeting with Mr. Rogers,
the Arkansas Democrat said the
Thai agreement provoked the
most heated discussion. He said
the secretary again had prom-
ised to do what he could to amke
the document'available. - |
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it to get out of the Defense De-
.partment’s hands.

ity to mbe brie
Laos.”
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" Efforts Are Continuing

Conunittee sources -said ef-
forts to obtain the copy were
continuing, and it would figure
in the upcoming hearings, which
are expected to last the better
part of a week.

Senalor Fulbright has contend-
ed that under the agreement,
negotiated by the military, the
U.S. commitment to Thailand
goes beyond that offered under
terms of the Southwest Asia
Treaty Organization pact and
could become a back door to
war.,

Both /the administration and
Thais have denied this. .

The Pentagon has control of th
agreement. Melvin R. Laird,
Secretary of Defense, has said.
he is “extremely reluctant” for

Cites Discussions

‘Discussing Laos, Robert J.!
McCloskey, the State Depart-
ment spokesman, said: “Official;
of the previous administration
as well as of this administration
have discussed the U.S. role in
Laos wilh members of the Sen-
ate and House since 1963. )

“Also members of Congress
visiting Laos have been briefed
by the embassy in Vietiam at
the same Period,” he added.
“Those who were interested in
Laos since 1963 had an opportun-
fed here or in
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ROGERS DISPUTES

which the United States be-
came enmeshed in Vietnam was
questioned, and the questioning
has spread to other foreign-

= FULBRIGONLAOS

N

Asserts Congress Receives|capitulation.

"Full Information on U.S.

Role in Secret Warfare

By RICHARD HALLORAN

Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 29 —
Secretary of State William P.
Rogers disputed Senator J. Ww.
Fulbright today on his allega-
tion that the State Department
had not kept the Senate Foreign:
Relations Committee fully in-
formed on American military

operations in Laos.
Mr.

ing that he was surprised

understood it.” .

thinking policy on Laos.
Fundamental Issue Raised

Senator Fulbright, Democrat
of Arkansas and chairman of
the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, insisted during the hearing
that the Administration had not
sbriefed him or the committee
on the United States involve-
ment in the clandestine war in
Laos. He made similar remarks

yesterday in public.
The dispute underscored

Rogers told reporters grms race.
after a closed committee hear- . The Secretary was reported
by ‘to have told the committee that
the Senator’s charge. “I thought the United States would enter
Congress was familiar with'!
what we are doing there,” he,
said.” “We thought Congress

Discussing the policy toward
1Laos, Mr. Rogers said he did
not think that there was going
to be a change now. Nixon Ad-
ministration sources have said
that a Foreign Relations sub-
committee’s inquiry into the
Laotian issue had stimulated
the Administration to begin re-

of muitiple independent

“didn’t talk us out of it.”

on restraining the

be negotiated.

to Laos.

he added.
Rogers Cites Precedents

constitutional,

tions.

a|tg the legislators. . ... ...

has grown. First the process by

Congressional sources said}
the major part of the hearing}
today was taken up with a re-

Mr. Rogers was also reported:
to have asked the committec
not to press a resolution calling
for a moratorium on the testing
re-
entry vehicles, a nuclear-armed
missile known as MIRV. Mr.
Fulbright said later that the
committee would consider the
request but that Mr. Rogers

Opponents contend that it
would withhold a bargaining
instrument from the United;
States delegation when it meets;
representatives of the Soviet
Union in Helsinki next month
to begin preliminary discussions
strategic

those negotiations with ‘“no
conditions at all” on what can

On the Laotian issue, Senator|
Fulbright said that he did not
believe there was any authority
for United States military aid

. “1 don't think anyone in the
Congress, with the possible ex-
ception of one or two members
of the Appropriations Commit-
tee, knew anything about it,”

Mr. Rogers, who indicated
that he doubted that the Amer-
ican actions in Laos were un-
contended that
the Administration was follow-
ing the policy set by the Ken-
nedy and Johnson Administra-

An inquiry to the State De-
partment for specifics about
when Congress had been briefed
on Laos was inconclusive. Of-
ficials said they were looking
at the record to determine how
information had been passed

‘

“ldemand of the Executive branch

fundamental issue on the mak-:
ing of American foreign policy:
Just what does the Constitution

in seeking the advice and con-:
sent of the Senate in the con-:
duct of foreign affairs?

More and more has been
heard on the matter as doubts
about the United States’ par-

ticipation in the war in Vietnam,

' Administration sources con-
t tended that Senators had been
l'informed and pointed out that
‘several members of Congress
and staff men had visited Laos
and been fully bricfed at the
embassy in Vientiane.

The sources also maintained
that a number of Senators had
been told what is going on but
had not focused on the sig-
nificance of the information.
Just as with Vietnam, some
maintained, the Senators were
informed and then suddenly re-
alized what the facts added
up to. :

i

Both Administration and Con-'
gressional sources agreed that
the dispute was part of a con-!
tinuing search by the Senate
for a role in hte making of
foreign policy. An aide to Sin-l
ator Fulbright said his conten-
tions were a roflection of s’
feeling that the Senatr’s role
had been subverted.

Congresiosnal  sources  also
noted that the Scnators them-
selves were partly at fault for
neglecting to assert themselves.'
Mr. Fulbright is reported to
sharet he feeling.
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By Murrey Marder
Washington Post Staff Writer .
Secretary of State William P. Rogers indirectly con-
‘ceded yesterday that for years the United States has
‘financed, armed and trained a clandestine army of 36,000
guerrillas in Laos.

In the first acknowledgement ever made on the public
record, Rogers treated the U.S. involvement in the semi-
*secret war in Laos as a matter _ Rogers, when newsmen pulf
of common knowledge. But tf;ull;li)rl;;gil;iz‘sl)emlc statements}l
VS - Laos, as you Kknow, werc |
*acknowledging, and said there giarted in the time of Presi- |
are no plans to stop or change dent Kennedy” and continued
present operations in Laos. tg{rough g tile_ tJaotlil:ignW;Ie)g j

“ o ixon administr .

I had thought that the Con-!he was asked if they will be

‘Eress was far.niliar with the'halted now, Rogers responded, .
developments in Laos,” Rogers «Ng, I don’t think there is

said. “Certainly they are fa- going to be a change in policy,
miliar with them now ., , Imot now.”

there is any authority for it.”

Symington declined to make
any direct comment at this
time on his Laos inquiry, ex-
cept to say, “I've never known
him (Fulbright) to make a mis-
statement in_ this field.”

In Rogers’ testimony yester-
day, Fulbright, said, “There
was no effort whatever to
deny what was in the papers”

about U.S. clandestine opéra-
tions in Laos, and Fulbright's

comments on them,

The Symington subcommit-

(Laos) hearings that I didn't
know.”

But Fulbright and other sen-
ators said they had no indica-
tion that covert U.S. activity
in Laos was more than what
Fulbright called “very minor,
peripheral,” apart from "_nze
hombing of the Ho Chi-minh
trails.” With the present ad-
ministration’s contention thgt
it thought Congress “undqr-
stood” what was going on In
Laos, pressurc is now likely to

et

thought Congress understood
it.”

“This is really quite extraor-
dinary,” said Sen. J. W, Ful-
‘bright (D-Ark.). Both were
commenting after Rogers testi-
 fied Dbehind closed doors for
ithree and a haif hours before!
the Senate Foreign Relations
.Committee, which Fulbright
heads,

“It is quite ordinary for a
dictatorship,” said Fulbright,
“but to be conducting quite as
Jarge a war as this (in Laos)
without authorization is quite
unusual.”

Fulbright said in an inter-
view Tuesday that through the
Central Intelligence Agency,
\the United States, under three
‘administrations, has been
'supplying, arming, training
and transporting the clandes-
tine Laotian army of Meo

tribesman headed by Gen.
Vang Pao.
The cost to the United,

States for mililary assistance.
to Laos, Fulbright said, is be-
tween $50 and $160 million this
year. Other sources said ycs-
terday that about half this
amount is used to finance the
Meo guerrilla force, and the
rest goes to other military
needs in Laos. But uncounted
in the $160 million total this
year, these sources said, are
the costs of U.S. bombing sup-
port from Thailand for opera-
lions in Laos.

There are mo U.S. “groﬁnd'
forces in Laos,” Rogers relter-
ated, but there are still *45,000

.

North Vietnamese forces in:

Laos.” It continues o be the
United States’ hope, he said,
that an end to the war in Viet-
nam will solve the problems of
Communist penetrations into
Laos and Cambodia as well.

Newsmen asked Rogers for
comment on Fulbright's
charge Tuesday that the ex-
tent of the U.S. involvement
in ‘Laos may be unconstitu-
tional. “I doubt very much if
it is unconstitutional,” replied
Rogers.

“What about the public's
‘right to know?’” asked a re-
porter. Said Rogers, “Well, I
think the public, if they have
been reading the papers,
know.” '

Fulbright, when told later

mount for official disclosure
of the details of the CIA-run
operation there. . .......o. ©

tee now has finished taking
testimony on Laos. The ques-
tion is how much of a struggle
there will be between the sub-
committee and the Nixon ad-
ministration over making the
testimony public. A major wit-
ness in the inquiry, on Tues-
day, was CIA Director Richard
Helms.

There is disagreement about
the degree to which Congress
has been aware of the clandes-
tine U.S. operations in Laos in
support of anti-Communist
forces there. Senate Demo-
cratic leader Mike Mansfield
'(Mont), a speclalist on South.
'east Asia, was quoted yester.
day as saying that “I've really.
found nothing . mew . in-the.

that Rogers said he expects no
change in U.S. policy in Laos,;
said: “I regret it, if that’s what,
he said.” 1

Hearings on Laos, which!
have been conducted in execu-

© tive session by a subcommittee

theaded by Sen. Stuart Syming-
ton (D-Mo.), show that the
United States is “enormously |
over<ommitted” in Laos, Ful-}

.bright said, and *“I don't think
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